NM Filmmakers Press

January, 2010

SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL 2010 TO SCREEN
NEW VISIONS/NEW MEXICO NATIVE SHORT FILM 
PARK CITY, UT—Navajo film director, Blackhorse Lowe, will screen his latest film, “Shimásání,” a short created through the 2007 New Visions/New Mexico award program, at the prestigious Sundance Film Festival from January 21—31, 2010 in Park City, Utah. 

 “Shimásání (Navajo for ‘maternal grandmother’) is based on my grandmother’s story of wanting to go to boarding school as child. To her this offered a chance for intellectual stimulation and an opportunity for a better life.  The boarding school experience for most Native Americans is not a happy one, but this story offered a different perspective on the whole situation,” said NM Filmmaker,= Blackhorse Lowe, on the subject of his film.

“Shimásání” recently screened at the 2009 Tribeca Film Festival in New York City, Academy Award nominating festival, LA Shorts Fest and won two Honourable Mention Awards at the ImagineNATIVE Film + Media Arts Festival in Toronto, Canada. He was one of 25 film directors that participated in First Nations/First Features, a touring showcase of first features films by world indigenous directors presented by The Museum of Modern Art, Smithsonian Institution National Museum of the American Indian and New York University.

The film stars an all-Navajo cast with impressive crew of Native producers, Chad Burris, Chickasaw, who produced the award-winning films by Seminole director Sterlin Harjo, “Barking Water,” “Four Sheets to the Wind,” and “Goodnight, Irene;” Heather Rae, Cherokee, whose production “Frozen River” was nominated for two Academy Awards and won the Grand Jury Prize at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival; Nanobah Becker, Navajo, a fellow alumni of the Tribeca Film Institute’s All Access program, whose short film “Conversion” screened at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival. 

Founded by Robert Redford in 1981, Sundance Institute is a not-for-profit organization that fosters the development of original storytelling in film and theatre, and presents the annual Sundance Film Festival. Internationally recognized for its artistic development programs for directors, screenwriters, producers, film composers, playwrights and theatre artists, Sundance Institute has nurtured such projects as Angels in America, Spring Awakening, Boys Don't Cry and Born into Brothels.  For more information, visit www.sundance.org.  
